
 

 

 
 
 
 
Honourable Marc Miller 
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0A6 
 
Via email: marc.miller@parl.gc.ca 
 
Date: September 21, 2022 
 
To the Honourable Minister Miller, 
 
Re: Clean drinking water and sanitation for all Indigenous communities 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission on the topic of access to 
water and sanitation as fundamental human rights.  
 
Introduction 
The Professional Employees Association (PEA) is BC’s union for professionals. We 
were formed in 1974 to represent licensed professionals employed in the BC Public 
Service. Since that time, we have grown to support over 2,800 members in a wide 
range of professions in the education, legal and health care sectors. More than 90 per 
cent of our members work in the public sector and approximately half work directly for 
the Province of BC. 
 
Background 
Everyone in Canada should have access to clean drinking water and sanitation. In 2015, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau promised that he would end the long-standing water 
advisories on Indigenous reserves across Canada by March 2021. Yet as we close out 
2022 there are still 31 long-term drinking water advisories in effect for 27 communities. 
Some of these advisories have been in place for more than 20 years. This is 
unacceptable.  
 
The PEA calls on you as the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations to treat this as the 
public health emergency it is, and act immediately with all levels of government to 
rectify this issue for good and provide clean water for all.  



 

 

 
Water is essential to sustaining our lives and our communities, and we have a 
responsibility to be its stewards with the guidance of Indigenous peoples.  
 
Recommendations 
Lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation is not only a violation of human 
rights but also a public health crisis. The PEA calls on federal, provincial, and municipal 
governments to do the following: 
 

1. Recognize and affirm that access to water and sanitation are fundamental 
human rights and enshrine these rights in Canadian law; 

 
2. Oppose the privatization of any form of water and wastewater treatment 

services; and 
 

3. Allocate $4.7 billion dollars of federal funds to water and wastewater 
infrastructure in Indigenous communities, as called for by the National 
Engineering Assessment, and  develop a national plan to implement human 
rights to water and sanitation. 
 

Thank you for considering our recommendations on this important issue, which was 
brought forward by PEA members at our most recent convention.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Scott McCannell 
Executive Director 
Professional Employees Association 
 
 


